
 
 

 

 

6.2 SUSTAIN SURVIVORS  
 

 
 

ñSUSTAIN survivors by providing basic survival needs.ò 
 

The goal of SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION  is: ñAchieve and maintain a high level of 

disaster health and well -being.ò  The ñThree Keys ò to disaster health are SAFETY , 
FUNCTION , and ACTION . SUSTAIN is one of two strategies designed to achieve 

maximal SAFETY , the first ñKey.ò Four objectives are specified to SUSTAIN 
SURVIVORS : SUPPLY, SERVE, STOCKPILE, and STRETCH. Tactics are the actions to 

achieve the objectives.  
 

The focus of the S USTAIN SURVIVORS strategy is on survivorsô access to basic survival 
needs and services. Replenishing and restoring vital supplies and services ensures 

personal, family, and community survival during the hardships of recovery and 
reconstruction. When suppli es are flowing and basic services are operational, stress 

decreases.  

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

6.2 SUSTAIN SURVIVORS  
 

SUPPLY  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SUPPLY Objective:  

Å Supply basic needs.  

Å Outreach and distribute supplies.  

 
INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Sustain survivors with  supplies that are essential for 
physiological survival.  
Supply vital needs to prevent distress associated with lack 
of essentials.  
Procure and distribute vital supplies to survivors in a timely 

manner.  

SERVE  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SERVE Objective:  

Å Provide or connect survivors to medical care.  

Å Assist survivors to restore essential services.  

 
INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Sustain survivors physically with medical care, medications, 
and essential services.  
Maintain the lifeline of supplies to prevent di stress.  

STOCKPILE  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the STOCKPILE Objective:  

Å Identify sources of supply.  

Å Stockpile supplies to aid survivors.  

Å Rotate and restock supplies.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Maintain ample supply lines and stockpiles to sustain 
physiologica l survival needs.  
Stockpile proactively to reduce fears of possible shortages 
of basic needs.  
Manage logistics to supply the disaster -affected community 
through stockpiling and inventory control (ordering, 

stocking, rotating supplies).  

STRETCH  

 

 

TACTICS  to achieve the STRETCH Objective:  

Å Ration scarce resources.  

Å Improvise and substitute.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Ration and substitute efficiently to meet basic survival 
needs when shortages do occur.  
Stretch and share scarce resources and services.  
Find  equitable ways to share available supplies and 
services.  

Improvise, create, and invent solutions to attain vital 
needs.  

 


