
 
 

 

 

6.4 CONNECT SURVIVORS  
 

 
 

ñCONNECT survivors to family, friends, neighbors, pets, community 
support systems, and disaster responders.ò 

 

The goal of SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION  is: ñAchieve and maintain a high level of 

disaster health and well -being.ò  The ñThr ee Keys ò to disaster health are SAFETY , 
FUNCTION , and ACTION . CONNECT  is one of two strategies designed to achieve 
optimal FUNCTION , the second ñKey.ò Two objectives are specified to CONNECT 

SURVIVORS : UNITE and UTILIZE SUPPORT. Tactics are the actions to achieve the 
objectives.  
 

The focus of the CONNECT SURVIVORS strategy is to facilitate survivorsô connection 
(or reunification) with family members, friends, pets, neighbors, and support 

systems, as well as to disaster responders.  Interpersonal support is  recognized as 
one of the most important buffers against disaster stress. Conversely, lack of 
interpersonal support ï including separation from loved ones ï is one of the major 

risk factors for psychological distress and impairment.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

6.4 CONNECT SURVIVO RS 
 

UNITE  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the UNITE Objective:  

Å Keep family units intact.  

Å Reconnect separated loved ones.  

Å Facilitate family communications.  
Å Connect survivors to each other.  
 
INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Use survivorôs relationships with family, friends, and 
neighbors to increase cohesion, decrease stress, 

and maximize safety.    
Help separated family members reestablish 
communications and reconnect.  
Link survivors to serve as available, supportive 
connections for each other.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

UTILIZE SUP PORT  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the UTILIZE SUPPORT 

Objective:  

Å Be a connection for survivors.  

Å Connect survivors with helpers.  
Å Inform survivors about the importance of  
   interpersonal support.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Teach survivors about the importance of 
interpersonal support to maintain psychological 
health and discuss the negative effects of social 
isolation.  
Be a connection for survivors and give 
interpersonal support.  

Connect survivors to other helpers including 
psychosocial support staff.  

 
 


