
SAFETY FUNCTION 
ACTION STRATEGIES 

FOR DISASTER SURVIVORS

SUSTAIN 
SUSTAIN survivors by providing
basic survival needs. 

SAFEGUARD
SAFEGUARD survivors 
from harm and offer 
protection. 
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STRATEGIES OBJECTIVES
SURVIVOR ISSUES/
NEEDS CHECKLIST

SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION 
TACTICS PROVIDED

KEYS  
TO DISASTER 
HEALTH

SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION GOAL ACHIEVE AND MAINTAIN A HIGH LEVEL OF DISASTER HEALTH AND WELL-BEING. 

SAVE

STOCKPILE

STRETCH

PHYSICAL DANGER

SUSTAINING VITAL NEEDS

SHORTAGES

EXPOSURE TO TRAUMA

THREAT OF VIOLENCE

WARNING

INTERPERSONAL SUPPORT

SECURE

SIGNAL

UTILIZE 
SUPPORT

SHELTER

ADVISE ON
COPING

REASSURE

RESPECT

Search and rescue survivors from harm.

Stockpile and distribute supplies to aid survivors.

Ration scarce resources.

Validate survivors’ reactions.
Comfort survivors who have been exposed to trauma.
Console survivors who are bereaved or who 
have witnessed a death.

Shield from rumors and excess media.

Secure the scene. 
Reassure survivors of their safety.

Provide disaster warnings.		
Alert survivors to ongoing danger.

Be a connection for survivors
Inform survivors about interpersonal support.

Evacuate away from harm. 

Shelter in fortified structures.

Inform about stress reactions.	
Inform about coping strategies.	
Advise about loss and change.

Calm, listen and respond attentively. 
Praise, encourage, and motivate.

Shield from exposure to the scene.

Provide or connect survivor to medical care.

Assist survivors to restore essential services.

SHIELD

CONNECT 
CONNECT survivors to family, 
friends, neighbors, pets, 
community support systems, 
and disaster responders.

COMFORT 
COMFORT, calm, stabilize, and 
orient distressed and emotionally 
overwhelmed survivors. 
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ACTIVATE 
ACTIVATE survivors to 
participate in disaster 
recovery, aid other survivors, 
and access resources. 
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ADVISE 
ADVISE and inform survivors 
about the disaster and teach 
coping strategies.

CHECKLIST: SURVIVOR ISSUES/NEEDS AND 
SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION TACTICS PROVIDED

EVACUATION

COPING

DISTRESS

WITNESS TO INJURY, DEATH

PHYSICAL INJURY

ESSENTIAL SERVICES

SHELTER FROM HARM/
DISPLACEMENT

SUBSTANCE USE

SURVIVAL NEEDS

PARTICIPATION 
IN RECOVERY

RESOURCES 
AND REFERRALS

ASSIST

ACCESS

Engage survivors in recovery.
Help survivors to help themselves and each other.

Give referrals to disaster services.
Give referrals to support services.

DISASTER INFORMATIONADVISE ON
DISASTER

Provide survivors with disaster information.

DISASTER STRESS

SEPARATION

RELAX

UNITE

Reduce stressors and teach stress management.
Encourage healthy sleep.	

Keep family units intact.		
Reconnect separated loved ones.		

SUPPLY

SERVE

Warn about risk behaviors.

Supply basic needs.

EMOTIONAL OVERWHELM

ANGER/AGITATION

COMMUNICATION

Stabilize overwhelmed survivors.

Aid survivors to diffuse anger/agitation.

Facilitate family communications.
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NOTES

REFERRALS
SURVIVOR ISSUE REFERRAL 
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